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33 HE Diſcourſe now offered io the Pub- 
SIREN? lick in its Original Compoſition, being 
NY 5 0 9 Part of a Set of Sermons on ibe Evi- 
Jann dences of the Chriſtian Religion, the Rea- 
388888885 der will more eaſily apprebend the Deſign 

of the Diſcourſe, and the Strength of the 
Reaſoning, if be bath, firſt, a brief View of the Method in 
which this important Argument was treated. The great 
- Truths of natural Religion, the Being, Perfeftions, and 
moral Providence of God; the moral Difference 
Actions, and a future State of Recompences, being laid 
as the Foundation; I choſe to build on it, the Proof of 
Chriſtianity, in tbe following Order. 


Prop. I. The main Doctrines and Duties of the 
Chriſtian Religion are not only agreeable to Reaſon, but 
may be proved immediately by it : Theſe, on Account of 
their internal Evidence and Excellency, claim our Belief 
and Regard, as well as on Account of the Revelation 
which delivers and enjoins them. The State of the World 
at the Time when Chriſt appeared, rendred it highly wor- 
thy of God, in an extraordinary Way, to furniſh Man- 
kind with a perfect Draught of theſe. And. unaſſiſted 
Reaſon having ever failed of formiug ſuch a Draught, 
that our Saviour, without the Advantage of a learned 


uh 


a A 2 Education, 
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Education, delivered a perfect Scheme of Natural Reli- 
gion and Morality 10 the World, is it ſelf a good Proof, 
2 he was immediately inſtructed or commiſſioned by 


Prop. II. The DoFrines and Precepts added by the 
Goſpel 10 natural Religion, and which Reaſon could not 
diſcover, or, at moſt, not eaſily and fully, are in them- 
ſelver credibie; ſuitable to the State of Man, wworthy abe 
Perfeftions of God, and highly advantageous for us 4d 
know or prattiſe : This Propoſition is the Swhjefs of ibe 
following Diſcourſe, 


Prop. III. Our Saviour, who taught theſe Doftrines 


as from God was every way worthy of Credit : The 
exemplary Piety, Goodneſs and Integrity of bis whole 
Life, prove him to have had truly at heart the Intereſts 
of Virtue, and the Happineſs of Mankind ; and to be in- 
capable of undertaking a religious Impoſture: His con- 
fantly - declining to indulge the popular Notions of the 
Jews, of a temporal Meſſiah, and an earthly King- 
dom, ibo this Indulgence would have made him 4 
King ; is another ſtrong 3 of his deſerving all 
Credit, on account of his Integrity; his freely repro- 
wing the Superſtition, Hypocriſy, Pride, and Avarice 
of the Phariſees, the leading Seft among his Country- 
men ; is another, And, finally. his dying 40 confirm 
the Truth of his ſpiritual Religion; theſe prove, beyond 


Exception, his Integrity. And the Miracles He wrought, 


the Prophecies he delivered, and thoſe accompliſhed in him; 
bis Rejurreftion from the Dead, and pouring out the holy 
Spirit in his miraculous Gifts on kis Apoſtles, abundantly 


prove his Miſſion from God, and that God really delivered 
bim thoſe Dofirines which he taught as divine. 


Prop. IV. If we are aſked, Why we believe thoſe 
Things of Jeſus Chriſt, that be lived thus exemplarily, 


us.” taught ſuch Doctrines, worked ſuch Miracles, roſe 1 
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tbe Dead, and enabled his Diſciples to work Miracles in 
his Name, and the lite? We have this eaſy Anſwer io 
give, That we have the Teſtimony of Eye and Ear- 
Witneſſes, of the Apoſtles, and firſt Diſciples z Witneſſes 
unexceptionably credible z for they were competent Judges 
of the Falls related, as to which they could not be them- 
ſelves deceived; and they had neither Inclination, Intereſt, 
or Ability, to deceive the World in this Afﬀair; and 
they were inabled by God to confirm their Teſtimony by 
freſh Miracles, and thus actually ſpread the Religion 
of Feſus in the World; a thing impoſſible, had not their 
Teſtimony been true. Farther, for our receiving their - 
Writings as of divine Authority, we have theſe Keaſons : 
We are expreſly aſſured, Chriſt promijed his Spirit lo 
lead them into all Truth, which, on account of the Im- 
portance of his Doctrines, there is Reaſon to think he 
would do; and, that they proved the Promiſe accom- 
pliſhed to them by their miraculous Powers and Gifls 
and are therefore juſtly regarded by us, not only as cre- 
dible Witneſſes of Fats, but authoritative Expounders 
of the Doftrines of Chriſt, And, finally, as to the Books 
of the Old Teſtament, which we receive, tho* they 
have other Evidences of their Truth and Genuineneſs, this 
is ſufficient Satisfaction for common Chrijlians, that their 
- hiſtorical Accounts are quoted as true and authentick 

their Precepis, Prediftions, &c. as of divine Authority, 
by our Lord and his Apoſtles. | 


Prop. V. That the Writings we receive as the A. 


" poſtles, were really their Writings, and continue un- 


corrupted to our Times, we have all imaginable Aſſu- 
rance : They were * acknowledged for theirs by the firſ 
Chriſtians, who were the beſt Judges; they were im- 
mediately tranſcribed by many Hands, tranſlated into 
different Languages, and Copies of them diſperſed through 


4 See this fully proved in Mr, Lardner's excellent Treat. of the 
Credib, 2. 2. V. I and 2, ny 
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- Thoughts; be will be likely to place the main of bis 
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all Nations, and innumerable IT cited from them 


by the Writers of the firſt Ages; ſo that it was im- 
Poſſible to aller or corrupt any number of Copies, with- 
out being immediately diſcovered and contradifted by 
other Copies : Whereas all the antient Copies and Ver- 
ſons, which we have in great Numbers , agree in every 
material Point. The Proof then of Chriſtianity, may be 

brought to this ſhort Iſſue. Th# Credibility of its Doc- 
trines being ſuppoſed, the great Queſtion is, Why we 
believe the Records of the Fass? To which we have 
this good Anſwer ready, That we have much ſtronger 


whatſoever, 


This ſummary View of the Evidences of Chriſtianity 
being premiſed, I am next io make my Acknowledgments 
to my Reverend Brethren, and to the young Gentlemen 
who ſupport the LecTuRE, for their favourable Re- 
ception of this Diſcourſe 3; and, to deſire the whole may 
be read as candidly as they heard the greater Part of 
it, Let me be allowed alſo, to declare my great Satiſ- 
faltion in the Readinejs f the young Gentlemen, io en- 
courage a rational and amiable Repreſentation of the 
Chriſtian Dofirines ; and exbort them to puſh their 
Inquiries in Religion, and lay the Foundation firm, in a 
rational Aſſurance of its Truth, Whatever ſome may 
imagine, an implicit Faith which reſts only on the 
Authority of Parents, or Miniſters; or au Enthuſia- 
ſtick one which is reſolvable only into ſome warm 
Emotions, and unaccountable Impulſes on the Mind; 
are, for real Excellency and valuable Effets, no way 
comparable to that Truth, which is produced by an 
honeſt impartial Study of the Proofs of Chriſtianity, 
and a clear Diſcernment of its Evidences, The im- 
plicit, or the enthuſiaſtick Believer, will be in danger 
of having his Faith ſhaken and overlurned, by every 
Aſſault of an Unbeliever, and even by bis own cool 


Reaſons io believe theſe, than any antient Accounts of Facts 
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Religion in Obſervances of little real Value; and to 
corrupt the beautiful Simplicity of the Goſpel, by a large 
Mixture of abſurd Party Notions, which have, to him, 
the ſame Recommendation with the greateſt Truths ; 
aſcribing to God Qualities and Attions unworthy of 
Him, will, probably, be à great part of his Devotion; 
and the more be forms bimſelf to a Reſemblance of this 
falſe Image of the Deity, the more unlike will he grow 
to the beſt of Beings, in true Goodneſs; his Applica- 
tion to what is ſolidly good, being ill ſupported, will be 
faint and inconſtant, while perbaps with a warmth of 


1 Zeal be ſhall be ingaged in promoting, by the wort 
' Methods, ſome things which, inſtead of being Cbriſti- 


anity, are the groſſaſt Corruptions of it; and of Conſe- 
quence bis Religion, inſtead of chearing and ennobling bis 
Mind, fills his Breaſt with an uncomfortable Gloom, 
and ſuperſtitious Terrors; and inſtead of rendering bim 
a Bleſſing to all about him, makes bim uneaſy, injuri- 
ous and intolerable, Whereas the Believer, whoſe Faith 
is built on a clear and full Conviftion of the Excellency 
and Evidences of true Religion, like a Houſe founded on à 
Rock, will triumph over the Aſſaults of Infidelity and 
the Shocks of Temptation. Things really excellent in 
Religion will employ bis Zeal and Application, the Love 
7 God, the Love of Mankind, and the cultivating a 

iſpoſition of Soul for the enjoying a Happineſs ariſing 
out of the Perfection of Knowledge, Devotion, Goodneſs, 
and Friendſhip ; his Methods of promoting Religion will 
be ſound Reaſoning, propoſed in the Spirits of Meek- 
neſs, and ſeconded with the attractive Force of a gaod 
Example : From clear Diſcernment and happy Expe- 
rience convinced of the Excellency of Religion, bis Obe- 
dience will be free, chearful, and conſtant : Eaſy in 
bimſelf, and pleaſed with his Duty, be will be eaſy and 
agreeable to all that converſe with him ; and, finally, 
Bis amiable and worthy Apprebenſions of God, and of 
the gracious Deſign of the Goſpel, and bis rational A. 
france of the Certainiy, and infinite Value 7 be 

Happi- 
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Happineſs promiſed by our Saviour to Obedience, ill 
animate him to a conſtant Improvement in all Good- 
neſs, chear bim amidſt ihe Evils of Life, and beighton 
| its Pleaſures, brighten even the om z7 Death ; and 
1 will ſupport his Soul till he exchange Faith for Sight, 
and feel himſelf bappier than be can now conceive or 


bope, 
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Then pale Jeſus again to them ſaying, 
am the Ligbt of the World : He That 


followeth me fhall not walk in Darkneſs, 


but Gall have the Light 9 Life. 
925 
thority, and embrace his Religion. The 


8868 Argument is this: That in this Method 


they would gain eee in Matters of very great 
Importance, as to which they had before been ig- 
norant, or uncertain; ſuch clear Light as would 
give them full Satisfaction of Mind at preſent, and 
conduct them to eternal Happineſs. Light, by an 
ealy and elegant Metaphor, fignifies Knowledge or 
Inſtruction, becauſe what the one is to the Eye for 
guiding the Body, the other is to the Mind for 
informing the Judgment, and directing the moral 
Conduct. He therefore that gives Inſtruction to 
others, may be called a Light to them; and he that 
gives Inſtruction to all Mankind in Affairs of the 
greateſt Importance, and ſuch Inſtruction as would 
lead them, if purſued, ro never-ending Life and 
Happineſs, may juſtly be ſtiled the Light of the 
World, and the Light of Life. As the Sun is, to the 
natural Wotld, the common Fountain of Light, 
ſuch wasJeſus, by his Doctrines and Precepts, to tbe 
B 


Heſe Words contain an Argument uſed 
by our Saviour with his Hearers, to 


prevail upon them to ſubmit to his Au- | 


moral; 
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moral, his Religion being adapted for the Inſtruction 
and Guidance of all Mankind, and recommended to 
the World with the brighteſt Evidences of divine 
Authority. Whoever therefore impartially conſiders 
the Doctrines, Precepts and Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
may be eaſily convinced that our Saviour, with the 
juſteſt Reaſon, aſſumed this Title, the Light of the 
World, the Light of Life; for beſides his giving Man- 


kind a clear 8 conſiſtent Summary of thoſe reli- 


gious Truths and Duties which were diſcoverable by 
Reaſon, and free from all thoſe Errors Men had be- 
fore mixed with them: He diſcovered to them ſeve- 
ral great and important Truths, as to which they 
were before ignorant, or in coubt; Truths which 
have the mightieſt Influence to excite Mankind to 
the Practice of Goodneſs, to clear the Darkneſs and 
Confuſion they were involved in, and guide them to 
Life and Happineſs. 

My preſent Buſineſs will be to make good this 
Aſſertion of our Saviour in the Text, by an enume- 
ration of Particulars ; from which it will appear, that 
our Saviour revealed. to the World ſeveral noble 
Truths before unknown, or not clearly and fully 
known; Truths of the greateſt Service to the Virtue 
and Happineſs of Mankind. As I go over the ſeve- 
ral Inſtances, I ſhall endeavour to make it evident, 
that the Doctrines and Precepts added by the Goſpel 


knew, or might have known before, are, in them- 
ſelves credible, worthy the Perfections of God, and 
accommodate to the 1 of Mankind, and therefore 
highly advantageous for us to known or practiſe; and 
that this, which may be called the Internal Proof of 
Chriſtianity, is a ſtrong Inducement to every conſi- 
derate Perſon, to embrace the Chriſtian Religion, 


Tho? 5 of the Truths I ſhall in- 
ſtance 


to natural Religion, and the Truths which the World 


and follow our Saviour, who was indeed the Light of 
#1 be World, and the Light of Life, conducting Men to 
1 Life eternal. 
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ſtance in, were before diſcovered to the Jews in the Old 


Teſtament, yet, as to theſe, our Saviour juſtly claims 


the Honour of being the Light of the Worid, ſince it 
was purely by Means of his Religion they were made 
known to all Mankind; and tho' ſome others were 
more fully revealed by his Apoſtles than by our 
Lord himſelf, yet the Honour of theſe belongs to 
him, fince he taught his Apoſtles theſe, either im- 
mediately or by the divine Spirit, which, after his Aſ- 
cenſion, he ſent down upon them. That this Diſcourſe 
may not run out too great a Length, omitting others, 
] ſhall confine my ſelf to the following Inſtances : 


The Account Chriſtianity gives us of the Original 


T he full Aſſurance of the Pardon of all Sins on Re- 
penrance, and the Diſpenſing this Pardon in a Way 


of Evil. The Doctrine of a particular Providence. 


conſiſtent with the Honour of the divine Holineſs and 


Government, through the Death and Mediation of 
the Son of God. The full and expreſs Promiſe of 
divine Aſſiſtance, The Information, that the preſent 
is a final State of Trial : And, that the Reward of 
the imperfect Virtue of a ſhort Life, will be compleat 


and everlaſting Happineſs. And particularly, that 


our Victories over the Fleſh, and keeping it in ſub- 
jection to Reaſon, ſhall be recompenced by raiſing 


our Bodies from the Grave, glorious, ſpiritual, 
powerful, and immortal. The ſetting apart a ſcventh 


Day for the publick Worſhip of God, and more in- 
tire Application to the Duties of Piety and Virtue 
The Inſtitution of the Sacraments, and the Miniſtry. 


Theſe additional Doctrines and Duties will, upon a 


Review, appear Improvements of natural Religion, 


worthy of God, for their Tendency to render our 
Piety and Virtue more eaſy and perſect; and Proofs 


that our Saviour, who communicated the Knowledge 


of them to Mankind, was ihe Light of the World, and 
the Light of Life. 4 


. 
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I. The Account Chriſtianity gives us of the En- 
trance of Evil, moral and natural, into the World, 


| and its Prevalency, is of great Advantage to us; and 


by informing Mankind of this, our Saviour proved 


| himſelf he Light of the World. Beſides what Reaſon 
offers, for vindicating the divine Perfections and Pro- 
[|| vicence in this difficult Inquiry, to which Chriſtians 


have an equal Right with the Deiſts, Revelation ac- 


Wl quaints us with ſeveral Particulars of great Uſe for 


clearing the Difficulty. Reaſon informs us, *rtis fit 
intelligent and free Beings ſhould- be tried and ap- 
proved, betore they are rewarded, and be eſtabliſhed 
in Virtue; before they are fixed, unalterably, in 


Happineſs : Since otherwiſe God would not govern 
them according to their Nature, which renders them | 


capable of an approved Virlue, and they could not en- 
joy the higheſt Satisfaction of all; the Satisfaction 
ariſing from conſcious Integrity, maintained amidſt 


Difficulties and Temptations, and from thus rendring 


themſelves proper Objects of the divine Complacency. 
From Reaſon we farther learn, that if it be fit our 
Love to God and Goodneſs ſhould be tried by Diffi- 
culties and Temptations, it really makes no Diffe- 
rence on the whole, whether theſe be more or fewer, 
ſtronger or weaker, provided our Great Creator and 
Governor make anſwerable Allowances, or grant 
anſwerable Aſſiſtances; proportion the Reward to 
the Difficulties of the Conflict, and accepting lower 
Attainments in Goodneſs where the Oppoſition is 
Kronger, reward them as He would higher Attain- 
maints in more advantageous Citcumſtances. That 
God will chus deal with us we are aſſured by Rea- 
ſon, ſince He is infinitely wife and good, knows our 
Frame, knows what in every Action is-ftriftly ours, 
and what is to be imputed to the unavoicable Influ- 


Hence of Conftitution, Education, and the like; fees 
the Strength of. the virtuous Diſpoſition, tho? ſtrug- 
Sling bencath, and almoſt over-whelmed by oppoſite 
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Inclin ations and diſadvantageous external Circum- 
ſtances, *tis ſcarce diſcernable by human Eyes; and 
muſt approve, love, and reward us, in Proportion 
to what is properly our own in every virtuous 

Action, and deduct from the Account of every 
Action, in appearance vitious, whatever is really 
owing to Cauſes and Circumſtances out of our Power. 
Reaſon farther informs us, that the ſtrong Inclina- 
tions in our Frame to ſenſible Good, and Averfions 
from ſenfible Evil, and the Paſſions founded on theſe; 
which occaſion ſo much Irregularity in our Conduct, 
are yet proper Trials of our Virtue, which is to ſhow 


is Strength in the ſteddy Government of them : 


And chat all the natural Evils we complain of, as 
Want, Pain, Sickneſs, Diſappointments, and the 
like, are either proper Correctives of Vice, or ne- 
ceſſary for exercifing, approving, or increaſing our 
Submiſſion to God, our Love to Goodneſs, our Com- 
paſſion to the Unhappy, and numerous other Virtues 
whoſe preſent internal Satisfactions, and future Re- 
wards, will abundantly compenſate for all we ſuffer 
in their Practice. Theſe, and other Conſiderations, 
Reaſon offers in Vindication of the Wiſdom, Holi- 
nefs and Goodneſs of God, which ſeem impeached 
by the ſtrong Propenſities in our Conſtitution, to 
Objects that prove the Occaſions of Sin, and by the 
many natural Evils which abound amidſt his Works. 
And this Defence is ſtrengthned by the Chriſtian 

evelation, which informs us, that this Stare of 
Things was not the original Appointment of God; 
bur took its Riſe from the wilful Tranſereſſion of 
the Firſt Parents of Mankind“; that their Sin would 
not have been ſuffered to produce ſuch Effects, had 
not God provided an equal Remedy, foreordained before 
the Foundation of the World *; had He not determined to 
make anſwerable Allowances*, and give anſwerable 


Gen. chap, iii, 1 Pet. i, 20. 
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Aſſiſtances; had he not, in conſideration of the 
ſharpneſs of the Trial, appointed it to be but ſhorc, 
and not only reſolved to accepr an imperfect Virtue, 
but reward it, through the Obedience of his Son, 
with perfect and everlaſting Happineſs *, with eternal 
Life ©, the Reward annexed in the original Conftitu- 


tion, to unſinning Obedience: So that as in Adam all 


die, in Chriſt all are made alive. This Solution 
St. Paul gives us at large, Rom. v. from Verſe 12 
to the End, where he expreſly aſſures us, that all 
the ill Effects owing to the Diſobedience of the firſt 
Adam, were fully remedied by the good Effects fol- 
lowing the perfect Obedience of the ſecond; and, 
that as by the Offence of one, Judgment came upon all Men 
10 Condemnation ; ſo by the Righteouſneſs of one, the free 
Gift came upon all Men to the Juſtification of Life; 
and where Sin abounded, in its pernicious Fruits, 
Grace did much more abound in the contrary. 

As for the Vanity, Diſappointments, and Wretched- 
neſs which attend the preſent State, the Permiſſion of 
theſe appear wiſe wy kind; fince we are, accord- 
ing to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, after a few Days 
ſpent here, deſigned for a ſpiritual and divine Hap- 
pineſs in another World es, and hereby goons. 
from eaſily giving up ourſelves to ſenſual Good", to 
the debaſing our Spirits, ſpoiling their Reliſh tor 
rational Pleaſures, and laſing this divine everlaſting 
Felicity i. The ſuperſtitious and dreadful Appre- 
henſions of the Deity, which the View of the world 
of Mankind might otherwiſe occaſion, are, by this 
Repreſentation of the divine Deſigns towards us in- 
tirely prevented, and we are formed to the higheſt 
Veneration and Love, to a firm Truſt and a cheerful 
Reſignation to an infinitely wiſe and good God, who 


over rules what to Appearance are the greateſt 


a Rom. 5. 19. © John X. 10. f I Cor. XV, 22. 
* Heb. xi. 13, h Chap. xii, 111. i Luke xvi. 19, and 
following Verſes. 


Evils, 
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Evils, for the Production of the greateſt ' Good. 
We are alſo, by the Scripture Account of the Fall 
and its Conſequences, hindred from indulging to the 
Violence of Inclination and Paſſion, under pretence 
that they are natural; as it teaches us that this is 
not a Part of original Nature; that the Permiſſion of 


it was deſigned for the Trial of our Virtue ; and, 


that by being ſtrictly moderated, it may prove the 
Occaſion of a more approved Virtue, and a higher 
Happineſs *. We are alſo by this Account, ſecured 
againſt that melancholy Notion, and its diſcoura- 
ging Cenſequences, that theſe ſtrong irregular Pro- 
penſions are the Effects of our own Sins, in an 
imagined State of Exiſtence before we entred theſe 
Bodies, which yet was the beſt Account the beſt 
Philoſophers, without Revelation, gave of the pre- 
ſent State of Mankind; an Account which made 
what was otherwiſe at worſt, bat an Infelicity, ap- 
pear a Guilt, or the Effect and Puniſhment of it; 
and tended to diſcourage us in the Struggle, ſince 
we had leſs Reaſon to expect favourable Allowances 
and Aſſiſtances from God, if theſe Propenſions were 
of our own contracting; and could have leſs Satiſ- 
faction in a ſincere and approved Virtue, becauſe 


Imperfect, while we thought this Imperfection owing 


to our own wilfu] Tranſgreſſions in a præ- exiſtent 
State, Theſe Advantages which the Goſpel ſup- 
Plies us with, for ſolving the grand difficult Queſtion 
of, The Origin of Evil; ſhould greatly recommend 
the Goſpel to every ſober Deiſt, who is equally con- 
cerned with the Chriſtian, to vindicate the divine 
Perfections, and conſiſtently with theſe to account 
for moral and natural Evil. This hath not been 
duly conſidered by ſome of them, in their Objections 
againſt this Part of Chriſtianity, who have talked 
as if they were not equally obliged to account for 


* James i. 12—=2 5, 
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theſe, or as if Revelation brought thoſe Evils into 
the World which it found in it, at the ſame time 
ſupplying us with the beſt Remedies againſt 
them. 5 — Ft 
II. The Doctrine of a particular Providence, which 
Reaſon, renders, highly probable, is made certain by 
the Goſpel ; and by aſſuring us of this, our Saviour 
Juſtified his Claim to be the Light of the World. 
The ſacred Writings inform us, that God not only 
poverns the World by a general Providence, loves 
Holineſs and hates Vice, and will finally make 
Religion and Virtue the Intereſt of all their Vota- 
ries, and the Vitious miſerable; according to their 


Demerits ; but that he orders the particular Circum- 


ſtances of all, eſpecially of the Pious and Good, af- 
ter a manner that may prove moſt favourable to 
their Piety and Virtue, and their greateſt Happineſs 
upon the Whole. That the Evils of Life are not 
merely the Reſult of the preſent Conſtitution of 
Things, in the general eſtabliſhed by God for wiſe 
Reaſons ; but his fatherly Chaſtiſements, and the 
Effects of his Love, deſigned for our Amendment, 


or as Trials to exerciſe and improve us in Virtue *, 


and always allotted us in the beſt Seaſons for an- 
ſwering theſe Purpoſes. That not the ſmalleſt Event 
is exempred from his Direction, ſince a Sparrow falls 
nat to the Ground without our beavenly Father *, and by 
Him even the Hairs of our Head are numbered. We 
know, from the Scriptures, that all things work dagether 


for good io them that love God e; that if in our Ways. 


we acknowledge Him, be will direct our Paths, and if 
we ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, be 
will add all other things unto us*, That if we com- 
mend our Ways to him in well-doing, and by Prayer 


1 Heb, xiii, 7, and following. m James i, 2. 
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and Truſt, caft our Cares upon him, he will care for us *1 
and not only reward us at laſt, according to the De- 
grees of our Piety and Obedience, but ſo direct all 
the Events of our Lives as may beſt promote them. 
What is thete can cheer the Minds of the Con- 


ſiderate like theſe Aſſurances, amidſt the Folly, 


Weakneſs, and Uncertainty that inſeparably attend 
the preſent State? No Perſuaſion like this, for 
raiſing a Man above all Temptations ; and leaving 
him nothing to be concerned about, but doing his 
Duty in whatever _ of Life he may be caſt. 
Nothiog like this, to calm his Mind and make him 
eaſy under A fflictions, eſpecially thoſe brought on 
him by the Folly or Wickednels of others; ſince 
he is thus aſſured, that nothing out of his own 
Power can really hurt him, Ir is therefore a great 
Excellency in the Chriſtian Revelation, that it not 
only diſcovers to us, in the ſtrongeſt Light, thoſe 
general Principles of the divine Perfections and Pro- 
vidence on which this Faith is built, but places, in 
the cleareſt and moſt familiar Light, this particular 
important Truth, and gives it the Sanction of the 
moſt expreſs Authority. IP 

III. The Aſſurance that God's pardoning Mercy 
extends to all Sins and all Sinners, on Condition of 
Repentance and Amendment, is another invaluable 
Part of the Chriſtian Revelation; and by affyring 
us of this, Chriſt was, in a moſt deſirable Inſtance, 
tbe Lig of a guilty World, Tho? Reaſon gives good 
Ground to hope, God will pardon the Penitent and 
thoroughly Reformed ; yet how far his pardoning 
Mercy ſhall extend, whether to great Sing repeated 
after Renuntiations, to Sins that have left a great 
Diſability on the Mind for the future Practice of 
Goodneſs, or which have had moſt miſchievous 
Conſequences to the World beyond our Power tq 


I Pet. v. 7˙ 
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| repair, and eſpecially where a great Part of Life hath 
been waſted in the Service of Vice; as to theſe Par- 
| ticulars, Reaſon cannot give a diſtinct Anſwer, en- 
| tirely ſatisfy ing; at moſt tis filent, whether ſuch 
great Sinners, tho' real Penitents, ſhall receive any 
Reward, and of what kind and degree. God is free 
in the exerciſe of his Goodneſs, and diſpenſing un- 


Share ſuch ſhall receive, it cannot certainly ſay. It 
is therefore an invaluable Part of the Chriſtian 
Scheme admirably ſuited to the frail and corrupt 
State of Mankind, that it aſſures the Forgiveneſs of all 
Sins to the Penitent, that alone againſt the Holy Gho## 
being excluded, becauſe it renders Repentance im- 
| poſſible, deſtroying all the Goſpel- Motives to it, by 
| Aaſcribing to evil Spirits the fulleſt Evidences of its 

Truth, the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
How ſhould all of us therefore who are conſcious 
to ſo many Offences againſt God, and need ſo much 
his pardoning Mercy, rejoice in thoſe full Aſſu- 
rances, that the Blood of Chris cleanſeth from all Sin *, 
and that all manner of Sins and Iniquities ſhall be for- 
given to the Penitent and Reformed», What can 
be better adapted to beget an ingenuous Sorrow and 
Repentance, for having offended ſo good a God, 
— to animate our Endeavours after the moſt ad- 
vanced Degrees of Holineſs, as the beſt Return to 
ſo gracious and ſo compaſſionate a Sovereign and 
Friend? What can better prevent the hardning In- 
fluence of Neſpair, or what inſpire a ſtronger Ab- 
horrence of Vice, than a View of its Ingratitude 


neſs? And' farther allowing the moſt, that Reaſon 
when cool and undiſturbed could in a good De- 
gree aſſure us, that the pardaning Mercy of God 


Matt. xil. 312 


„ Nlatt. xii. 24, and following Verſes; t 1Johni, 7. 
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merited and forfeited Favours; and therefore what 


and Baſeneſs, as committed in Abuſe of ſuch Good- 


\ 
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would reach to all Sins repented of, . it would yet be 
reatly deſirable to have expreſs Aſſurances of this 
— God himſelf, in his Word. Guilt and its Con- 
ſequents, Grief and Fear, cloud the Mind; make 
Truths of this kind appear in a doubtful Light, 
and incline vs, even when we moſt need the aſſu- 
rance of their Truth, to reverſe thoſe Judgments 
we had formed in our cool Hours, and to doubt of 
the Mercies of God extending to us, fo guilty *. 
Whereas the clear and expreſs Declarations of God 
in his Word always remain the ſame ;, and as at ſuch 
times we are in no Diſpoſition to doubt the Truth of 
his Word, neither can we queſtion the Extent of his 
Grace when ſo fully aſſerted. | | 
IV. The manner of diſpenſing this free and exten< 
five Grace of God, through the Atonement of the 
Blood of Chriſt, and his conſequent Mediation at the 
Right-hand of God, is only to be learn'd from the 
Chriſtian Revelation; and by diſcovering this, our 
Saviour proved himſelf to be the Light 7 the Worlds 
He tells us himſelf, his Blood was to be ſhed for many, 
for the Remiſſion of Sins x; and in Chriſt we have Re- 
demption, through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
according to the Riches of the Father's Grace“: He was 
delivered for our Offences, and raiſed again for our Fu- 
ſtification *. Who then ſhall condemn ? Shall Chriſt who 
died ? yea rather who is riſen again, who is even at the 
Right-hand of God, who alſo maketh Interceſſion for us *. 
God, who is not _ a Being ſupremely good, but 
a moſt wiſe and holy Governor, was concerned fo to 
diſpenſe his pardoning Mercy to a ſinful World, as 
at the ſame time to encourage them to repent, and to 
prevent their preſuming on his Goodneſs, and abuſi 
its rich Diſcoveries co greater Corruption a 


w See Mr. Grove on the Proof of a ſuture State, from Reaſon, 


Chap. ix. g 3, 7, and 8, g 
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Wickedneſs; the natural Diſpoſition of all Sinners, 


Guilt makes Men ſufpicious and fearful of God, and 
while they are uncertain of his accepting them, they 
cannot eaſily refolve on the Labours of Mortification 
and a thorough Amendment; they therefore need 
the fulleſt Diſcoveries and ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of 


the divine Forgiveneſs, to encourage them to ſcatter” 


their guilty Fears, and melt and overcome the Ob- 
ſtinacy of their Hearts, At the ſame time, the fat- 
ther they have proceeded in Vice, and the more they 
want thofe Aſſurances of Mercy, the more diſpoſed 
are they to abuſe them; to think Sin, they have ſo 
long indulged, a light Evil, when God freely for- 
gives it, and to neglect true Holineſs as an unneceſ- 
ary, becauſe difficult Attainment, tho* God, as 
they think he could do no lefs, demand Repentance 
and future Obedience; yet, they fancy, he will not 
rigorouſly infiſt on them, but be as ready to excuſe 
or forgive future Tranſgreflions as paſt. Obedience 
to the Laws of God, and the ſteddy Practice of true 
Goodneſs, are eſſential to the Perfection and Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. An infinitely wiſe, holy and 
good God, cannot but will Men ſhould practiſe 
theſe, and do whatever is becoming him to promote 
their Practice. It was therefore worthy the Wiſdom 
of the great Governor of the World, to remper his 
full Diſcoveries .of pardoning Mercy to - Sinners, 
with a proportionable Diſcovery of his Abhorrence 
of Vice, and Love of Holineſs : And this he hath 


done, by giving up a Perſon of fuch high Dignity 


as his only begotten Son, not only to be mage 
Fleſh, and live upon Earth for the Promotion of 


Piety and Virtue by his Inſtructions and Example, 


but to die on the Croſs as an atoning Sacrifice 3 by 
appointing, that He, who willingly undertook our 
Cauſe, and gas up himſelf to this difficult Work for 

ould, to manifeſt the Father's Concern 


ſtitute 3 
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ſtitute; and diſcovering, in this Submiſſion, che 
moſt excellent Virtue and Obedience, cauſe the Con- 
ceſſions made to him in favour of guilty Men, to 

ar as the Reward of his extraordinary Merit, 
as well as Encouragements to the Penitent to exert 
themſelves to the utmoſt, What could more de- 
monſtrate the Concern of the divine Being to ad- 
vance Holineſs and root out Vice, than his ſubjecting 
for this End his only begotten Son to the Mean- 
neſs and Labours of a mortal Condition, and the 
ſuffering of Death? What coul more declare his 
Abhorrence of the Diſobedience of Mankind (ex- 
cepting the Deſtruction of the Diſobedient, which 
this Method was deſigned to prevent) than his not 


empowering, even his own Son, to grant us a full 


Pardon, but on Condition of his becoming obedient 
unio Death *, and thus appointing Him who was not 
only moſt dear to his Father, as his only Begorten, 
but as perfectly ſubmiſſive and obedient, to cxpiate 


our Sins by his Death; that we might be effectuallß 


convinced what our Sins deſerved, and on account of 
the Son's meritorious Obedience and Death, grant- 
ing him a Power to give not only a full Pardon of 


Sins paſt, but eternal Life to thoſe that believe, that 


are thoroughly repentent, and fincerely, tho* im- 
perfectly, good*®, The merciful Goodneſs of God, 
and the Motives to Repentance, from Ingenuity 
and Gratitude to a pardoning God, are equally 
great and affecting, as if our Sins had been forgiven 
without a Propitiation; nay greater, ſince God him- 
ſelf provides the Propitiation *, and thus ſhews it is 
not owing to an Indifterence to our Sins; but to his 
unbounded Mercy and Goodneſs, that he forgives 
them. We are alfo ſtrongly convinced of the great 
Malignity of Evil, by the Agonies the Redeemer 
endured to take it away; and ingaged not to abuſe 


* Rome v. 19. E John xvii, 1==5, , * x John iveg, 10. 
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the Goodneſs of God ſo groſly, as to continue 
practiſing what He hated, more than He loved the Life 


of his own Son, ; 


If it be objected, Where is the Juſtice of puniſhing 
the Innocent, that the Guilty may eſcape? I anſwer, 
There is no Injuſtice in permitting thoſe Evils to 
fall on the Innocent, which to the Guilty are Puniſb- 
ments of Sin, when important Ends of the divine Go- 
vernment are hereby anſwered; when the ſuffering 
Party voluntarily ſubmits to thoſe Evils, and when 
even thoſe Evils (his ſubmitting to them being in him 
an Inſtance of the moſt —_—_ Virtue) procure to 
him the higbeſt Happineſs and Reward. And this is 
the Scripture Account of the Affair: No Man took 
our Saviour's Life from him, but he laid it down 
of himſelf, and therefore the Father loved him, becauſe 
he laid down his Life, and becauſe he humbled bimſelf, 
and became obedient unto Death, even the Death of t 
Croſs © ; therefore God highly exalted bim, and gave him 
a Name above every Name,, and a Power to give eternal 
Life io as many as he had given bim*; that is, to 
all the penitent and fincerely good. Suppoſe a King, 
out of a Concern to maintain his Authority, and 
ſecure the future Obedience of his Subjects, refuſe, 
even at the Requeſt of his own Son, to recal baniſhed 
Rebels, unleſs his Son would go to them in their 
Baniſhment,and endeavour perſonally to reclaim them 
to a Senſe of their Rebellion, and of their Duty, 
and the Prince willingly undertake this ; *tis certain, 
by living for a time with the Baniſhed, he ſuffers 
what is the Puniſhment of their Rebellion, rho? 
himſelf innocent; and this without any Injuſtice, 
becauſe it is his own Choice, and becauſe he hath 
the Satisfaction of reclaiming the Rebellious; and, 
as a Reward, ſees them reſtore to their own Coun- 
try, and receives himſelf a Share in his Father's 
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Throne. *Tis the Happineſs of God himſelf to 
communicate Good, and this our Saviour is rewarded 
with in the higheſt Degree, by receiving a Power to 
confer everlaſting Happineſs on all the human Race 
who do not abſolutely unfit themſelves for it. In 
this Method of ſhewing Favour to Mankind the In- 
nocent is not puniſhed, that the Guilty, as ſuch, 
may eſcape ; but He ſuffers thoſe Evils, to excite 
in them a Senſe of their Guilt, and bring them to 
a Temper which may qualify them for Mercy. 
The Guilty, after all, are not forgiven but upon 
Condition of Repentance and Reformation, which is 
the whole the Objectors contend for, as neceſſary to 
ſecure the Honour of the divine Laws and Govern- 
ment. And if, beſides the Repentance and Refor- 
mation of the Guilty, the Sufferings and Death of 


1 our voluntary Subſtitute are required and accepted; 


the Honour of the divine Holineſs and Government 
are certainly beiter guarded, 

Tis true, did the Obedience and Death of Chriſt 
excuſe us from the neceſſary Obligations of Holi- 
neſs and Obedience, and would God on account of 
theſe receive and make happy the Unholy and Im- 
penitent, there would then be unanſwerable Strength 
in the Objection ; but there is really none, when 
this Atonement is ſo prapounded as to increaſe our 
Obligations toRepentance and Holineſs" ; and we are 
not allowed, on any other Terms, to expect Advantage 
from it. Chriſt crucified, for our Sins, is therefore 
the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion of all them that believe *, And this Method of 
Reconciliation, tho? Reaſon could not diſcover it, is 
yet readily approved and ſubmitted to by Reaſon 
when diſcovered by God, ſince *tis not only not unrea- 
ſonable, but worthy of God, and moſt frequently and 
expreſly taught in a Revelation which has all deſirable 
external Evidences of a divine Original, 
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J have been the longer on this Head, becauſe 
this is a diſtinguiſhing Doctrine of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and without ſuppoſing its Truth, the ap- 
pointing a Being of ſuch unparallelled Dignity as 
the only begotten Son of God to become incarnate 
and die, appears unaccountable, fince a common 
Prophet might have anſwered every other Purpoſe, 
excepting the taking away the Sins of the World by 
his Death, and regaining — for Mankind by 
his perfect Obedience. 2 

As to the Mediation of Chriſt, founded on his 


Atonement \, and our being appointed to aſt every 


Bleſſing in the Name of Chriſt *, this Conſtitution is 
fitted to keep alive a ſacred Awe of the divine 
Majeſty ” ; ſince, as Sinners, we cannot be freely ad- 
mitted to approach him, but through his Son's Me- 
diation , and to cheriſh the deepeſt Humility in us 
amidſt the Privileges we are advanced unto, and 


the large Expectations in which we are indulged, 


It naturally preſerves on the Mind a ſtrong Abhor- 
rence of Sin, which bars our free Acceſs to an infi- 
nitely good God, while at the ſame time we are 
raiſed to a filial Confidence in our Approaches to 
God, who can addreſs him in the Name of his Son, 
who is the Propitiation for our Sins?, And it farther 
inſtructs us, moſt convincingly, in the Love of the 
Deity to Holineſs and Goodneſs, and his Concern 
for our Perfection in them, when every Prayer, in the 
Name of Chriſt, is ficted to put us in mind of God's 
rewarding his Son's Love to Mankind, and his ex- 
penſive Undertaking to. reſtore Holineſs and Hap- 
pineſs to the human Race, with the Power of diſ- 


penſing thoſe invaluable Bleſſings of Pardon, the 


Aids of the divine Spirit, and eternal Life; a Re- 
ward and Happineſs than which there cannot be a 


Rom. viii. 34 W I John ii. 1,2, * Joha xvi. 23, 26. 
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greater conferred, ſince *tis the higheſt Happineſs 


of God himſelf that He is perfectly good, and 


communicates the greateſt Good; and therefore the 
nobleſt Diſcovery of his Love to the Perfection of 
Goodneſs in his Son, that He thus rewards his La- 
bours to reſtore Mankind to Virtue; Perfection and 
Happineſs. | 

V. The full and expreſs Promiſes of divine Aſſiſt- 


ance in the Practice of Virtue, and the Purſuit of 
Immortality, are another valuable Part of the 


Chriſtian Revelation; a Favour Reaſon could not 
aſſure us of, tho' it gave good Hopes of its being 
granted; and by aſſuring us of theſe our Saviour 
merited the Title of be Light of the World. Jo rea- 
ſonable Men, apprehenſive of the Excellency and 
Obligation of Piety and Goodneſs, there is nothing 
ſo diſcouraging as the Conſciouſneſs of their Weak- 
neſs, and the Difficulty they find from within to ſur- 
mount Temptation, and act with Steddineſs in Con- 
formity to the Convictions of their Minds; incum- 
bered as they are by irregular Inclinations and Habits, 
continually diverted by Senſe, often ſet wrong by bad 
Education, oppoled by the Follies, Vices and ill 
Examples of others, and frequently loſing Sight of 
their Duty and the Motives to it, in the moſt impor- 
tant Seaſons of Trial, and finding it returning at 
laſt only co ſhame them for an unſuitable Conduct. 
In ſuch Circumſtances nothing can be more encou- 
raging, nothing more valued by an honeſt Mind; 
than the Aſſurance of divine Aids. How deſirable 
the Aſſurance, that an ever preſent God, who knows 


our Frame, is tenderly concerned for our Perfection 


and Happineſs, and will not only make every fa- 
vourable Allowance, but, if we exert our ſelves, 
and implore his Aids, proportion our Strength to out 
Trials *, keep off Temptations, which in a cafeleſs or 
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ſoft Hour would ruin us, never ſuffer us to be tempted 
above what we are able”, or by peculiar Aſſi ſtances 
make every [rial ifſue in the Eſtabliſhment of our 
Piety and Virrue, and the Increaſe of our future 
Happineſs! No Temptation can ſtand againſt an 
honeſt Mind full of a Senſe of the Excellency and 
Importance of Hol neſs, thus encouraged, and thus 
ſapported. How valuable therefore are theſe Afſu- 
ances, that if earthly Parents know how to give good 
Gifts to their Children, much more will our heavenly Fa- 
ther give bis Holy Spirit to them that aſt him ©; that his 
Grace ſhall be ſufficient for us, and his Strength ap- 
pear illuſtrious in our Weaknels*; and, that if we 
work out our own Salvalion with fear and trembling, 
with a holy Caution, leſt by Negligence or vitious 
Indulgence, we forfeit his kind Influences; he will 
. ework in us both lo will and io des What an Ad- 
vantage the Preſence and Care of a prudent, ten- 
der and faithful Friend, who will watch our unguard- 
ed Hours, and inſinvate the Rules and Incourage- 
ments of Religinn, in the moſt favourable or the 
moſt needful Seaſons! How much more advantage. 
ous and animating the conſtant Vigilance and Favour 
of an ever preſent God, who hath an immediate Ac- 
ceſs to our Souls, who knows them in all their Weak- 
neſſes, and who can inſinuate or excite, in the moſt 
prevailing way, a Senſe of our Duty or Danger, and 
the nobleſt Motives to exert our ſelves ! Reaſon 
could not give an abſolute Aſſurance of theſe Aſſiſt- 
ances ; for tho' it convinces us we need them, yet 
till we know how we came to need them, it could 
not certainly ſay, our wanting theſe was not a Proof 
we had before forfeited them. Farther, tho* Reaſon 
can aſſure us that God will make gracious Allow- 
ances for Temptation and Oppoſition 3 that our 


yy Dor. x. 13. uke xi. 13, Matt, vii. 79—If, 
E f Cor, xii. 9. u Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
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Abilities are the Meaſure of our Duty, and that God 
will reward us at laſt, according to the Sincerity, 
Vigour and Conſtancy of our Endeavours, yet it 
could nor certainly inform us, that God had not left 
us to ſtruggle with all Oppofition in our own 
Strength; and that having given us Underſtanding, 
Conſcience and Liberty, he did not expect we 
ſhould, with theſe alone, make good our Ground. 
The Effect of this Apprehenſion, even in the Beſt, 
would be diſheartning their Attempts after exalted 
degrees of Virtue, and diſpoſing them to be con- 
tent with lower and eaſter Artainments, eſteeming the 
other as above them; and thus failing of chat emi— 
nent Virtue they might really arrive at, and with 
2fe too, if encouraged by the Hope of divine Af- 
ſiſtances, and bleſſed with them. Tho? ſome there- 
fore of the Heathen Philoſophers *, cheared their 
Diſciples. with the Hope of divine Aſſiſtances, yet 
others“, who were great Friends to Virtue, were of 
this Opinion, That Succeſs in Things without us 
might be aſked of the Gods, but Virtue was to be 
fetched wholly from our ſelves. In Contradiction to 
this Opinion, what a vaſt Advantage is it to con- 
ſider our ſc]ves as always acting under the Obſer- 
vation of the beſt of Beings, ever ready to cheriſh 
and confirm, as well as approve and reward our Vir- 
tue! The Conſciouſneſs of the Preſence of ſuch a 
Being, and ſuch a Friend, and the conſtant Appre- 
henſion of his Perfections and Love tous, which 
theſe Expectations from Him naturally cheriſh, will 
often, without any additional Strength communica- 
ted from above, give a Force to the Mind, which 
Reaſon, deſtitute of this Hope, is a Stranger to; 


* Socrates in Xen. de Mem. l. i. c. 4. and Plat, Alc, 24 Xeneph, 
Cyroped. I. viii. c. 45. and Antonin. l. ix. 140. | 
yy —Virtutem autem nemo unquam acceptam Deo retulic 
——Fortunam a Deo petendam, a ſcipſo ſumendam ſapientiam. 
Cir, de Nat. Deorum, l. iii. 136, 
* | \ N 
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and be crowned with Succeſs. In a World where 
Virtue is often fo ill treated, and ſo violently op- 


poſed, where ill Examples abound, where Vice is 
often careſſed, and Men are remarkable at the ſame 


time for Wickedneſs and Proſperity, what a — 


ning to Virtue is the Conſciouſneſs of the Preſence, Aid 
and Favour of the ſupreme Being | And what an Ad- 


vantage is it to Chriſtians, that we are allowed, yea, 
obliged to pray to God, and depend on him for his 


Aſſiſtance? Thus keeping warm the Conviction of 


his Preſence whom, elſe, we might too eaſily forget; 
by degrees concluding, that if God would not aſſiſt 
Virtue now, he would not reward it at Jaſt ; and, 
if it was fo little his Care, it ſhould be leſs ours. 


This Advantage is yet more conſiderable with re- 


2 to thoſe who, by faulty Compliances, have 


trengthned irregular Inclinations 3 and by contract- 
ing Habits of Vice, have rendred a virtuous Tem- 
per next to impoſſible to them alone. What would 
remain for theſe, but to ſit down in a ſullen Deſpair 
of Virtue and true Happineſs, or to give up the 
Reins to their vitious Paſſions, if deſtitute of divine 
Aids? How could Reaſon barely from their want 
of Help, aſſure ſuch of obtaining it, when their 

reat Want was a Proof of their former great Guilt 
and Abuſe of their Liberty? To have gone far in 
Vice, is the Caſe of a great part of Mankind, and 
was the Caſe of the whole World, with a few Ex- 
ceptions, when the Goſpe| appeared. How important 
then, how neceſſary a Doctrine was that of divine 


Aſſiſtances, and the Promiſe of the Spirit? and 


what'a Proof is it of the Excellency of our Religion, 
and its proceeding from the great Lover of Virtue ? 
If you take thoſe moſt favourably inclined and cir- 
cumftanced for becoming good, yet their Conſciouſ- 


neſs of the Changeableneſs of their Reſolutions for 


Virtue, of the conſtant weight of Senſe, Inclina- 
* Paſſion, Cuſtom and ul Example; of their 
1 being 
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being eaſily ſurprized in an unguarded Hour, and in 
a few Moments loſing the Ground they had beer long 
gaining; how heartleſs muſt it render their Endea- 
vours, in compatiſon of his who is encouraged by 
the Promiſe of the Spirit? Will they not in Pru- 
dence decline the nobleſt Inſtances of a vircuous 
Conduct, becauſe difficult to accompliſh, and chuſe 
that Mean in Religion and Virtue, which is only 
elegible with regard to external Poſſeſſions? Since 
therefore theſe Aſſiſtances may be ſo diſpenſed as to 
leave room for the Exerciſe and Increaſe of a real 
Virtue in us, fince human Virtue, and conſequently 
human Happineſs, may be thus advanced to the 
higheſt Perfection; the Promiſe of divine A ſſiſtances 
muſt be allowed a very valuable part of the Chriſtian 
Revelation, and ought to recommend it to every 
Man ſenſible of his Frailty, and of the infinite Ex- 
cellency and Importance of true Goodneſs, 

VI. The certain Information that the preſent is a 
final State of Trial, and that the Reward given to the 
imperfeft Virtue of a ſhort Life will be perfect and ever. 
laſting Happineſs, is another glorious Diſcovery we 
owe to the Goſpel ; by revealing which our Saviour 
approved himſelf ihe Light of the World, and the 
Light of Life. It was the Opinion of ſome of the 
wileſt Heathens*, That tho? this Life was a State 
of Trial, the Iſſue was not final. That becauſe the 
Virtue of the Beſt here was imperfect, they would 
not immediately paſs into a State of compleat and 
everlaſting Felicity; but be continued on their 
Trial in another Life, in ſtill more favourable Cir- 
cumſtances for Virtue, and not be fixed unchange- 
ably happy till they had reached Perfection. Aud 
that altho' the Wickedneſs of the Wicked would be 
puniſhed in the next State, yet none beſides the deſ- 
perately Wicked and abſolutely incurable, even by Pu- 


* See Plato's Phordo, and Virgil Aneid. B. vi. v. 659, Ke. 
. oh OO miſſoments, 
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niſbments, would be utterly ruined; but that after ten 
imarting ſome time, to bring them to themſelves, JI I! 
they would be again tried, tho' in Circumſtances leſs 3} _ 

' advantageous for their reaching Virtue and Happi- Pic 
neſs. And perhaps without the Light of Revelation Cal 

this may be thought the moſt probable Account of dic 
a future State. Theſe Notions, *tis obvious, may de 
be eaſily abuſed by ill diſpoſed Men, for their En- = 
couragement under the Neglect of true Goodneſs at 8 
preſent, and leave them, with leſs Reluctance, to H 
follow their Inclinations, when they have the Hope 1 
of amending their bad Conduct in a future State, 


a 
tho? evil Habits, after a-while, render it almoſt im- W 
poſſible in the preſent. Theſe Apprehenſions of a P 
future State cannot rouze them from their Inatten- J 1 
tion and vitious Indulgences, like the Belief N 
that the preſent is a final State of Trial, that now is t 
the accepted Time, now is the Day of Salvation a. That 4 
tis appointed for Men once to die, and after Death the © b 


Judgment, when we ſhall be judged according to bat © 
we have done in the Body e, and the Wicked be puniſhed 1 * 
with everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of the 0 
Lord*; falling into Miſery great as their Crimes, J # 
and from which there is no Redemption ©, no Hope 
of riſing again to Virtue and Happineſs fo Tho! 
under the Goſpel, Men believe this Life to be their J | 
only Time of Trial, yet how negligent of their 
eternal Intereſts, how vitious are the moſt ? How ( 
great then would be their Security and Negligence, 
if they could freely indulge themſelves with the 
Hope, That ſhould they act their Part ill here to the 
End, they might retrieve all in a following State? 
Delays to an uncertain Futurity, and the Hope of 
repenting hereafter, ruin the moſt now; what then 
would be the Conſequence, if theſe Hopes were 


a 2 Cor. vi. 2. b Heb. ix. 27, C 2 Cor, v. 10. 
4 2 Thell, i. 9. © Matt. xxv. 46. f Luke xvi, » j 
| rendre 
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fter rendred reaſonable by the Belief they were to be 
ves, tried again in another State? 
leſs 3 Let us next conſider their Proſpect of future Hap- 
5pi- pPineſs: What a low Encouragement to ſtruggle with 
ion {7 contrary Inclinations and Habits, violent Tempta- 
tof tions and an oppoſing World, which neceſſarily ren- 
nay der our Virtue very imperfect, is this Belief, that 
In- we ſhall indeed be more happily ſituated in a future 
at State, but not arrive at compleat and unchangeable 
to Happineſs till, after a long Time, and repeated 
»pe Trials, we have attained a compleat Virtue? What 
te, a low Encouragement is this to Creatures ſurrounded 
m- with ſo many Difficulties and Temptations, in com- 
fa pariſion of the glorious Aſſurances of the Goſpel? 
en- That if we approve our ſelves faithful during this 
ief Moment of 1 rial, if we act well our Fart during 
15 this ſhort Life, Labour, and Trial, and Danger, 
TT: and Imperfection ſhall then be no more; but we ſhall 
the be confirmed in Holineſs and Happineſs, never more 
bat to be in Danger of ſinning or ſuffering. Bld are 
ed the pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God s. The Righte- 
tbe ous ſhall go into Life Eternal", And in the next State, 
es, that which is perfect ſhall come, and that which is in part 
pe be done away, An Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
10 and that fadeth not away, is reſerved in Heaven for 
cir thoſe who are kept by the mighty Power of God, 
eir through Faith unto Salvation *, Theſe divine En- 
WW couragements are only to be had from Revelation. 
e, Reaſon could not aſſure us, that the imperfect Virtue 
he of a Moment ſhould be rewarded with perfect and 
he everlaſting Happineſs 3 but would rather direct us to 
* fear the contrary, God is a free Maſter of his 
of unmerited Favours, and in what degrees he will con- 
en fer them, can with certainty be learned only from 
re Himſelf, *Tis to Jeſus therefore, the Light of Life, 
To -© Mat. v. 8. n Chap. xxv. 46. 3 1 Cor, xiii, to. 
S *2[L ak # 4 * 
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we are indebred for the Promiſe of Glory, Honour: 
and Immortality, ſince Eternal Life is the Gift of God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſti. How ſhould this en- 
dear the Goſpel to us, confirm us in the Belief and 
Profeſſion of it, and excite to an anſwerable Conduct? 
How ſhould it animate us to preſs on to the nobleſt 
heights of Piety and Goodneſs, ſince our Purity, our 
Reward, and our Happineſs throughout Eternity, 

will be proportionable to the degrees of Goodneſs 
we reach in the preſent State ? 

VII. *Tis to the Goſpel alone, or Cbriſt as the 
Light of Life, we owe the Diſcovery of this impor- 
tant Part of our future Bleſſedneſs, that our Struggle 
with the fleſhly Inclinations, and keeping the Body 
ſubject to the Mind, ſhall be rewarded with the 
Soul's receiving, at the Reſurrection, a Body ſpiri- 
tual, glorious, powerful, and immortal; which 
ſhall be in a far greater degree ſubſervient to our 
Holineſs and Happineſs to Eternity, than it was in 
its preſent animal State an Hinderance to both. The 
Temptations of the Heſb are the moſt powerful, with 
the generality, in the preſent Life; becauſe its In- 
clinations are moſt violent, and its Pleaſures moſt 
aſfecting: They can hardly conceive of any Hap- 
pineſs wherein the Body is not ſome way intereſted, 
are apt to imagine it the moſt eſſential Part of their 
Compoſition, and ſacrifice the calmer, purer De- 
lights of Knowledge, Devotion, Goodneſs, and 
Friendſhip, to the more groſs and tumultuous Plea- 
ſures of Senſe: And this is the Source of moſt of 
the Wickedneſs in the World, What an Advantage 
is it therefore to the Cauſe of Virtue, and what an 
Encouragement to keep under the Body, and to 
regulate the Gratifications of Senſe in a conſtant 
Subordination to the Purity, Perfection, and Hap- 
pineſs of the Mind, this Aſſurance we have from 


Will: Rom. vi. 23. 
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the Goſpel, that if we thus mortify our Bodies now, 
we ſhall be recompenſed in kindas well as degree; re- 
ceiving, at the Reſurrection, Bodies for ever ex- 
empt from all the Infirmities, Sickneſſes and Suffer- 
ings of our preſent mortal ones, as well as from their 
irregular Inclinations : Bodies that by the Pleaſures 
of Sight, Harmony, Beauty, and perfect Activity, 
ſhall contribute in a far higher degree to the Joy and 
Perfection of the Mind, than the greateſt ſenſual 
Enjoyments now do to our Satisfaction u; or the 
greateſt bodily Sufferings, for the Cauſe of Religion, 
to our Uneaſineſs“? This is an Encouragement 
which groſſer Minds are capable of apprehending, 
and being influenced by, immortal Health, Beauty 
and Vigour, the molt glorious Scenes to enter- 
tain the Sight and Imagination, and celeſtial Har- 
mony to raviſh the Ear. This Doctrine of the Re- 
ſurrection of out Bodies, free from all their preſent 
Evils and Imperfections to Glory, Beauty, and Im- 
mortality, is peculiar to the Goſpel; human Rea- 
ſon could not diſcover it, tho' it aſſents to its Truth 
on the Declaration and Promiſe of God, and the 
ſenſible Proof of its Certainty and Defrablenels in 
the Reſurrection and Glory of our Saviour. The 
antient Philoſophers thought a Reſurrection impoſſi- 
ble, or undeſirable; but herein they. erred, not 
knowing the Scriptures,and the Power of God. God 
hath expreſly promiſed it to us: He can as eaſily raiſe 
it again as he made it at firſt ; and when it is raiſed 
with the glorious Qualities deſcribed in the Neto 
Teſtament, a Reunion with it will be as advantage- 
ous to the Soul, as an everlaſting Union with it in its 
preſent State would be unhappy. The fifreei t 1 
Chapter therefore of the firſt Epiſtle to the Corig- 
thians, is of vaſt more Service to the bulk of Man- 
kind, to animate them againſt all Difficulties from 


mn Rom, viii, 18. 2 2 Cor. iv. 14—18. 
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the fleſhly Principle, and by every Sacrifice to ap- 
prove their Love to Virtue and Goodneſs, than Vo- 
lumes of the Philoſophers, 
VIII. The ſeparating a Seventh Day for the pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, and a more intire Applica- 
tion to the Study and Practice of Religion, is an- 
other very valuable Part of the Chriſtian Revelation 
by rendring the Knowledge and Obligation of which 
univerſal, our Saviour was a Light to the World, Rea- 
fon informs us that God, who is the Author and 
Preſerver of Life, the God of our Time, hath a 
Right to be immediately honoured, at leaſt, with a 
Part of it: That publick Worſhip is a Duty obli- 
ging all, being neceſſary to preſerve among Mankind 
; an habitual Conviction of the divine Providence, 
Government and Right in us, and the Reverence of 
the Deity ; being a fit Acknowledgment that we are 
in common indebted to God, and dependant on Him 
| for innumerable Bleſſings in Society; and the beſt 
Method for pious and reaſonable Men, who preſerve 
an habitual Regard and Gratitude to the Deity, to 
i communicate theſe to others, and thereby promote 
| their Virtue, Perfection and Happineſs; the Con- 
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cern and Duty of all as reaſonable, ſocial and bene- 
volent Beings, and the common Offspring of God, 
And if publick Worſhip be a Duty, *tis neceſſary 
there be a Time fixed for ir, in order to the joint Per- 
formance. And Reaſon, if attended to, will farther 
inſtruct us, that Beings capable of Virtue, Devo- 
1 tion, and intellectual Pleaſure, incloſed in Bodies of 
ll Fleſh, and ſituated in a World filled with ſenſual 
\ Amuſements, Diverſions and Temptations, by which 


i the Mind is greatly hindred from applying to its 
9 proper . and Pleaſures, thoſe great 
Truths and Duties which are its Perfection and 
Happineſs, Reaſon will inſtruct us that ſuch Be- 
| ings, beſides an habitual Regard to the Deity in their 
Lt general Conduct, and the daily Exerciſes of Devo- 
Wl "a $4 of „1 
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tion Which ſupport and expreſs it, ſhould at proper 
Seafons retreat farther from the Amuſements, Di- 
ſtractions, and Cares of the World, in order to 
revive and fix deeper the Impreſſions of the great 
Principles, Rules and Motives of Piety and Vir- 
tue, and to diſpoſe the Mind for the Enjoyment of a 
ſpiritual Happineſs in a future State; to leſſen the 
Influence of this World, and make an habitual Piety 
and Virtue more eaſy and practicable. So far Rea- 
ſon ſpeaks clearly, for, informing us the End is neceſ- 
ſary to be attained, it obliges to uſe the Means beſt 
ſubſer vient to it; but then, what that Proportion of 
Time exactly is, which is beſt for anſwering theſe 
Ends, Reaſon cannot readily decide, much leis with 
ſuch a Clearneſs and Certainty, as ſhould oblige and 
determine all to comply, which yet is neceſſary for 
the full Beauty and Order of publick focial Worſhip 
for engaging the moſt Inconſiderate and Stupid to 
attend it for their Improvement, and to prevent that 
Diſturbance and Confuſion which would ariſe, from 
one Part of the Society being wholly engaged in 
worldly Purſuits, while the other was employed in 
the Worſhip of the Deity. On theſe Accounts, it 


appears worthy the divine Wiſdom to appoint that 


Proportion of Time it ſaw beſt fitted to anſwer the 
Purpoſes of Religion, a Proportion that would not 
break in on the neceſſary Cares and Labours of Lite, 
nor yet return ſo ſeldom as in a manner to loſe its 
Efficacy, and leave Mankind under the Dominion of 
the Cares and Pleaſures of the bodily Life. Beſides, 
the divine Goodneſs might incline Him to ſuch an Ap- 
pointment, in Compaſſion to the poorer and more de- 
pendant Part of Mankind, and to the Beaſts our Ser- 
vants, whoſe hard or covetous Maſters might not other- 
wiſe, in innumerable Caſes, allow them proper Eaſe 
and Refreſhment, From the Beginning of the World 
therefore, God ſet apart a Seventh Day for this End o, 
9 Gen, it, 2, and 3. 
E 2 whereon 
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whereon ceaſing from the laborious Employ ments 
of Life, and from Cares and Purſuits merely ani— 
mal, we ſhould employ our ſelves in the Contem- 
plation and Acknowledgments of his Perfections and 
Works who created us and the World, is our Pre- 
{erver and conſtant Benefactor, and our abſolute Pro- 
prietor ; whoſe Will is our Law, his Favour our 
\ Happineſs, who can only be pleaſed by an Imi- 
tation of his Perfections, by real Virtue and 
Goodneſs, and who will moſt bountifully reward, in 
a future Life, thoſe Diſpoſitions and their proper 
Fruits. This Inſtitution was as early as the firſt 
Man, as we learn from the Hiſtory of Geneſis, and 
the Remains of antient Hiſtory and Cuſtoms among 
the Heathen » confirm this Account of Moſes. For 
among all, even the moſt barbarous Nations, they 
paid a particular regard to the Seventh Day (tho? in = 
time they ſeem to have forgotten the Reaſon of the 
Inſtitution) and as a Conſequence generally divided 
their Time by Weeks. This Command was renewed 
to the /razlites in the Defart %, and a great Strictneſs 
farther enjoined, in abſtaining from every kind of 
Work, in Memory of their Deliverance from the 
ſervile Labours and Bondage of Egypt. But ſet- 
ting aſide this peculiar Reaſon, and what was added 
to the Command on account of it, the general Rea- 
ſon, and original Appointment ſtil] oblige all; together 
with the Command of Chriſt ſignified by his Apo- 
ſtles, who, to add to the Commemoration of the 
Works of Creation and Providence, the Commemo- 
ration of our Redemption by Chriſt, and preſerve 
the Conviction of the moſt glorious Evidence of our 
Religion and Aſſurance of Immortality, the Reſur- 
rection of Jeſus", changed the Seventh Day for 
the Firſt *, which is alſo thought by Learned Men 

p Sec Grot, de Feritate, &c. J. i. c. 16. | 
| 4 Exod, xx. 8. Deut. v. 15. Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor. xvi. 2. Rev. i. 10. 
. * 7. Fuſtin. Mart. Apol. ii. p. 98. pr. Epiſt. xxxitl, Tertull. 
| | | if Apol, c. xvi, and Tenat. Epiſt. ad Magnes, p. 33. 
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to have been the Day held ſacred from the Beginning 
of the World, till the giving that Law atreſh in 
the Wilderneſs *, No one who hath a juſt Senſe of 
Religion, and Concern for his own Virtue, Per- 
fection and Happineſs, and the Virtue and Happineſs 
of others, can doubt the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
this Appointment ; and every ſuch Perſon will be 
taught, both from Reaſon and Revelation, his Obli- 
gation to employ this Day in the manner that may 
beſt anſwer the Ends of its Separation ; will, by his 
Attendance, Influence, and the like, encourage pub- 
lick Worſhip, to ſpread among others a Senſe of Re- 
ligion, as well as cheriſh it in himſelf : and fo em- 
ploy his Retirement as may beſt revive and confirm 
good Diſpoſitions; raiſe him fartheſt above the At- 


traction of the preſent World, and the Hindrances of 


Virtue, and moſt ſtrongly impreſs his Mind with an 
approaching Eternity, and temper his Soul to its 
Happineſs. In ſhort, he will ſee his Obligatiens to 
improve the Day to the Purpoſes of Religion, with 
a Diligence and Fidelity becoming one who knows his 
Stay in this Life is very ſhort ; his Intereſts, in a fu- 
ture State infinitez and, that his only important 


Concern in the preſent Life is, to cultivate thoſe 


pious and virtuous Diſpoſitions which prepare him 
for the refined Pleaſures of Immortality, and intitle 


him to the Poſſeſſion of them in the fulleſt Degree. 


Had Men been left to fix this Proportion of Time, 
Superſtition, in ſome few, might have incroached 
too far on the neceſſary Buſineſs of Life; and, with 
the greater Part, Indifference to Religion, Earth- 
lineſs, or Senſuality, have prevailed to allow a Portion 
much too ſmall. No one can ſay a Seventh is too 
large; and God having fixed on this, his Authority 
is ſufficient to decide the Point with all who have a 


juſt Senſe of the Deity, and their Obligations to 


© Vide Patrick on Exod, c, xvi. v. 5. 
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Him, and a ſuitable Value for his Favour, and for 
that Happineſs in the Perfection of Devotion and 
Goodnets to which He deſigns to raiſe them, 
IX. The poſitive Inflitution of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion; viz. BaPTisM and the Lorp's SurPER, are 
worthy the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, tend to 
cheriſh real Piety and Virtue, and are fit to be en- 
joined by him who ſtiſed himſelf the Light of the 
World. ' By ſome ſenſible publick Actions to declare 
our inward Conviction of Religion to the Honour of 
God, and the Edification of Men, and by ſome pub- 
lick Rites, at ſet Seaſons, to preſerve the Memory 
of great Tranſactions, which have a Tendency, when 
remembred, to excite and confirm our Piety and 
Virtue, is certainly a proper and reaſonable Part of 
Religion. And as Mankind are more affected with { - 
ſenſible Things, than Things merely rational and 
ſpiritual, to make uſe of ſenſible Rites ſo far as they 
are adapted to help this Weakneſs, and remove it, not 
to ſtrengiben the Prejudice, and increaſe the Domi- 
nion of Senſe, is certainly a Method worthy of God. 
It hath been the weak ſide of Mankind in all Ages, 
to incline too much to theſe Rites ; and their Re- 
ligion hath, for the moſt part, been made up of 
mere outſide Ceremonies, and pompous or ſuper- 
ſtitious Services, which they have placed in the room 
of inward genuine Piety, and real Goodneſs; the 
greater Eaſe in performing ſome of theſe, or their 
agreeably amuſing the Senſes, exerting more 
powerfully a ſenſible warmth in Religion, or their be- 
ing conſiſtent with the full Indulgence of favourite 
Paſſions. Theſe, and ſome other Reaſons, have 
cauſed the Herd of Mankind readily to run into 
them, with the neglect or groſs Corruption of true 
Religion: ſo ſtrong, and general, and fixed, was this 
Biaſs in Mankind, that in Condeſcenſion to this 
State of the World, and the Weakneſs of the 
Iraelites, whom otherwiſe the pompous Worſhip of 
| their 
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their idolatrous Neighbours, would have ſeduced to 
their Idolatry, God ſaw it neceſſary to enjoin them 
numerous pompous Ceremonies and bodily Services, & 
which in themſelves were not good, and to which no- 
thing but the Circumſtances of the World, at that 
Time, and the Neceſſity of this Method, for ac- 
compliſhing more valuable Ends, (the maintaining 


the Knowledge of the true God and true Religion 
in the World) could have reconciled him. ?*Tis our 


Happineſs under the Goſpel, that our Religion con- 
ſiſts of Actions in themſelves reaſonable and excel- 
lent, conducive immediately to the Perfection of our 
Nature, the preſent Happineſs of Men, or the en- 
larging our Capacities for future Bleſſedneſs. The 
Poſitive Inſtiturions of Chriſtianity are few, but Two 
properly ſuch, and cheſe plain and ſimple, no way 
tending to encourage Superſtition 3 and adapted to 
put us in continual Remembrance of our Obligations 
to rea] Goodnels. | 

As for the SACRAMENT of BAPTIsu, wherein, by 
being waſhed with Water in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Spirit”, the baptized Perſon ſo- 
lemaly gives up himſelf to God through his Son, 
to be governed by the Goſpel he taught, in Ex- 
pectation of the Aids of that Spirit, whoſe miracu- 
lous Gifts proved the Truth of the Goſpel 3 and 
obliges himſelf to forſake all his former Impurities, 
which he thus acknowledges * ; while at the fame 
time, by this Rite, he is encouraged to hope for 
God's pardoning Mercy through Chriſt, and the 
cleanſing Influences of the Spirit, *tis certainly a 
ſuitable and reaſonable Inſtitution. Is it not fit a 
Perſon coming over from falle Religions, or vi- 
tious Practices, ſhould publickly renqunce them; 
and with Seriouſneſs and Solemnity oblige himſelf to 


* 


Matt. xxviii, 19, 20. 1 Pet, iii. 21. „Rom. vi. 2, 
; f 7 
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Newneſs of Life? And is not this Rite very ex- 
preſſive of this, well adapted to remind Him of the 
Neceſſity of inward Purity, and very encouraging 
alſo, fince, as adminiſtred by the Appointment, and 


by the Servant of God, *cis a Pledge to him of God's 


pardoning Mercy and ſanctify ing Spirit, if he comes 


to it wich the proper Diſpoſitions *. 


As to the Baptizing the Children of Chriſtian Pa- 
rents in their Infancy ; 'tis an Action ix it ſelf reaſon- 
able and fit, that Parents ſhould dedicate their Chil- 
dren to God, the Former of their Bodies, and the 
Father of their Spirits, in Acknowledgment they 
have received them from Him, and ſolemnly oblige 
themſelves to endeavour the Training them up in a 
religious and virtuous Life. And *cis a great En- 
couragement to them, that God will accept the De- 
dication, and by the Influences of his Spirit bleſs and 


ſucceed their Endeavours “: All which is fitly ex- 


preſſed by this external Rite, 

The Wiſdom of the other poſitive Inſticution, the 
Lord's Supper, is alſo eaſily ſhewn. It was in it ſelf 
reaſonable, and highly expedient for valuable Ends 
which are ſerved by it, that ſo great a Tranſaction 
as the Death of the Son of God, ſhould be kept in 
conſtant lively Remembrance, The breaking the 
Bread, and pouring out the Wine , help us more 
{trongly to apprehend his Sufferings, from his broken 
Body and ſtreaming Blood ; and the frequent Eating 
and Drinking after this Manner, in Memory of his 
Death, tend to excite and confirm our Faith in his 
Goſpel He thus atteſted ; our Love and Gratitude to 
God and the Redeemer 3 our Abhorrence of Sin, 
which he died to put away ; a juſt Contempt of the 
World, its Honours or Pleaſures in compariſon of 
the Honour of God, and the Good of Mankind, a 


* Ade ii. 368. Thumm. % Mark x, 13-16. Adds 
xvi. 15, 33. Matt. xxvi. 26, &c. | 
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' fervent Love to each other for whom the ſame com- 
mon Saviour died; a Concern to preſs on to the 
Perfection of Holineſs, and reach Heights of it 
worthy the Expence of his Death ; and the like. 
This Action is ſo well adapted to ſerve all theſe 
Purpoſes, that it can hardly be called a mere poſitive 
Inſtitution; and theſe are of ſo great Importance in 
the divine Life, as to evidence it a moſt wiſe and gra- 
cious Inſtitution of our Saviour. While therefore 
we admire his Wiſdom and Goodnels, in releaſing 
us from the Bondage of Jewiſh Ceremenies, and 
bodily Obſervances; which could not perfect the 
Worfhippers, as pertaining to the Conſcience, and 
directing us to give our main Concern to the im- 
ortant Duties of the Love of God, and our Neighbour, 
and the like; we have Reaſon alſo to be thank» 
ful for thoſe poſitive Inſtitutions ſo well adapted 
for anſwering theſe Ends; the ſolemn Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, and taking on our ſelves, with proper 
couragements, the Obligations to a good Life, or 
the \calling to our lively Remembrance the great 
Motives to a continual Progreſs in Holineſs, which 
the Example, Sufferings, and dying Love of the 
Redeemer, exhibit, 

X. The Inſtitution of the Miniſtry ; or an Order 
of Men whoſe peculiar Buſineſs it is to perform, in 
the beſt manner, the publick Offices of Religion; 
to ſtudy, more thoroughly, its great Truths and 
Rules; to repreſent them in the cleareſt and moſt 
affecting Light to others, and continually excite 
them to believe and practiſe accordingly, is a wiſe 
and excellent Part of the Chriſtian Revelation, and 
by this Jeſus provided for enlightning the World 
throughout all Generations*. The Advantage of this 
Inſtitution is ſo evident, that I need ſay little to 11» 
luſtrate it, If publick Worſhip be a Duty, there 


, Matt. xxii. 37. b Matt, vil 19, 20. 2 Tim. ii. 2. 
muſt 


34 CurisT the Light of the World. 


muſt be ſame Perſons appointed to perform the 

publick Parts of ic; and as the performing theſe 
in the beſt manner, is of great Importance to the 
Purpoſes of Religion, and requires Prudence, Care, 
and Study; *tis fit Perſons be choſen, whoſe Buſineſs 
it ſhould be to qualify themſelves for it. Farther : 
Such are the Circumſtances of Mankind ; their Ig- 
norance, Inattention, Prejudices, Engagement in 
worldly Affairs, corrupt Paſſions, and the like, as 
render it highly expedient and neceſſary there be an 
Order of Men qualified for the Work, who ſhould 
devote themſelves to it; to inſtruct their Ignorance, 
help their Weakneſs, oppoſe their Corruptions, 
rouze their Attention to their Duty, and aſſiſt and 
encourage them to the Practice. And had the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, generally taken Care to 
be duly qualified for their proper Employ ment, kept 
cloſe to it, and diligently diſcharged it, their greateſt 
Enemies muſt have eſteemed them, and owned 
the Uſefulneſs of their Office. And it is eaſie to 
obſerve, that all the Clamours againſt them bear 
wholly, either on their Unfitneſs for their Work, 
their departing from the Deſign of their Inſtitution, 
or neglecting it; or elle aſſuming a Power Chriſt 
never gave them, to lord it over the Faith and Con- 
ſciences of the People, and making Uſe of the ve- 
nerable Name of Religion to ſerve their Views of 
Ambition, Covetouſneſs, or Senſuality. But theſe 
are Men the Goſpel diſowns, and whom no Chriſtian 
is concerned to vindicate. *Tis only an Order of 
faithful Men, hit to teach others ; and Examples to the 
Believers, in Humility, Temperance, Meekneſs, Fideli- 
ty, Goodneſs, Charity and Purity, and Imitators of 
their divine Maſter ©, that we contend for, as ap- 
pointed by Chriſt, In the Ages of Heatheniſm, 


6 Tit, i, 6, Sc. 1 Tim. iii. 1, Sc. iv, 12. 
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the Prieſts wholly neglected Morality and true Re- 
ligion, and only taught the People Superſtition, and 
ſuch Obſervances as ſupported their Power and in- 
creaſed their Riches“. The Philoſophers indeed 
taught Virtue, ſome of them, but then at moſt they 
were but few in number ©; ſeparated Virtue from 
Religion ; wanted Authority ſupported by Miracles, 
to eſtabliſh their Philoſophy in the World ; had but 
few Hearers, a ſelect Number of Friends and Ad- 
mirers, and by allowing and recommending Con- 
fcormity to the Religion eſtabliſhed , left the Bulk 
of Mankind, under the Power of Idolatry, Super- 
ſtition, and Prieſtcraft, as ignorant and vitious as 
ever ; it was therefore wiſely ordered by our Sa- 
viour, that his Followers ſhould not only ſtatedly 
aſſemble, for the Profeſſion of his Religion, and 
the publick Worſhip of God in his Name; but 
that there ſhould be in every Church or Chriſtian 
Aſſembly, one, at leaſt, whoſe Office it was to 
ſtudy Religion more exactly, and to inſtruct and 
exhort others. For tho' every Man is bound, ac- 
cording to his Leiſure and Abilities, to ſtudy Re- 
ligion, and in his Station to promote the Know- 
ledge and Practice of it among others, yet this 
would not ſupply the Neglect of that thoro' Study, 
exact Knowledge, and conſtant Inſtruction and Per- 
ſuaſion by particular Perſons, which are ſo neceſſary 
to the Support an Progreſs of true Religion. If 
this were left unaſſigned to proper Perſons, what 
was every ones Buſineſs, would as uſually be neg- 


4 Sce Lactant. Inſtit. Div. I. iv. c. 3. | 
© Ariſtotle, particularly, in his Ethics ad Nicom, takes no notice 


of a God and a Providence, and the Duties owing to the 
Deity, and never inforces the Practice of Virtue by mentioning 
the Approbation, Fayour, and Rewards of the Deity, throughout 
that Syſtem. | 
f Socrates did ſo. See Xenop, de Mem. l. iv. c. 3. $ xvi. & 
c. vi. g ii. Ef Cicero de Legg. |. ii. Set, xvi, & Ixxxi, 
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lected by every one. In all others Sciences, Teachers 


have been found highly neceſſary to a tolerable 
degree of Knowledge ; and 'tis apparent, that the 
Knowledge and Virtue now ſubſiſting in the Chriſtian 
World, are very much owing to the faithful and 
honeſt Part of the Miniſters of the Goſpel z as the 
Guilt of molt of the Corruptions and Superſtitions 
now prevailing, muſt be owned to lie heavy on 
the wicked Parc of them; who have neglected or 
gone off from the great Ends of their Office, and 
proſtitured I. eligion, in it felt the moſt ſacred Thing, 


to their own worldly Intereſts, or the Vices of Man- 


kind: and who, therefore, deſerve to be diſowned 
by all reaſonable and honeſt Men, as much as 
the other to be encouraged. Julian, the moſt 
crafty Oppoſer of Chriſtianity, was fo ſenſible of 
the Uſefulneſs of this Orders, for ſpreading the 
Knowledge and Practice of Chriſtianity, that a- 
mong his other Efforts to revive Paganiſm, he 


appointed Philoſophers in all the conſiderable Towns, 
| ſkilled both in the Gentile Religion, and Philoſo— 


phy, for the publick inſtruction of the People. 
But it would be an Affront to the Underſtand- 
ing of an Audience, if I mention more Argu- 
ments to prove, that a wife and faithful In- 
ſtructor and Friend, and a good Example, are cf 
oreat Advantage in the Study and Practice of 


LY 


Religion and Virtue. 


I will here end the Proof, that Chri was the 


Light of the World; having ſhewn, in ſeveral im- 
portant Inſtances, that beſides the Doctrines and 
Precepts of natural Religion, which are a great 
Part of Chriſtianity, the additional Doctrines, Pre- 
cepts, and Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, are worthy of 
God, ſuited to the Neceſſities of Mankind, and 


8 Frde Sodomen. Hife. Eccl, . 5. C. 16. 
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greatly conducive to promote true Religion and 
Virtue in the World. To the Inftances mentioned 
I] might have added others: As the Account of 
the Creation and Deluge; the Hiſtory of God's 
Providence ard general Government, and of his 
articular Diſpenſations to private Families and 
— the Examples of eminent Piety and Vir- 
tue recorded in Scripture for our Imitation, and 
of the contrary, for our Warning; the perfect 
Beauty of Religion and Virtue in the Life of Chriſt ; 
the Obligations and Encouragements from the Dig- 
nity, Condeſcenſion, Example, Reſignation, Piety 
and Love of the Son of God, and from his Ex- 
altation and Government of the World, the Re- 
ward of his perfect Obedience, to imitate him as 
nearly as. poſſible 3 the diſtin&t Account of the aw- 
ful Tranſactions of the Laſt Day, and the rational 
and inviting Deſcriptions of the Employments and 
Happineſs of Heaven, and the like: But I omit 
them, to prevent running out to too great a 
Length. Let me now aſk, what we can deſire 
more to conſtitute a Revelation, credible and wor- 
thy of God, than that it contain all theſe moral 
Truths, which the moſt impartial, diligent, and 
able Reaſoners could trace our, and which are of 
eneral Concernment, with the Addition of thoſe 
noble Truths, or wiſe Inſtitutions which may beſt 
revive, ſupport, or advance true Religion in the 


World, and which human Reaſon could not diſ- 


cover; and place all in an eaſie familiar Light, 
for the Inſtruction even of the meaneſt? What 
leſs than divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, could 
thus aſſiſt and bleſs erring Mortals ? How readi- 
ly ſhould we embrace, how heartily efpouſe, and 
how ſtedfaſtly abide by this Religion, when the 
external Proofs that it came from God, are alſo as 
great as its internal Excellency ? 


oF 
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I ſhall now conclude this Subject with two or 
three Reflections, 


38 


1. Hence we may learn, what a perfect Apree- 
ment there is between Reaſon and Faith, Some 
have fooliſhly, and others wickedly, oppoſed theſe 
to each other; and imagined they magnified their 
Faith, and rendred it more meritorious, by a 
Readineſs to believe Doctrines contrary to Rea- 
ſon; which, inſtead of being an acceptable Homage 
to God, is an Action fit only for mad Men. True 
Chriſtianity, you have ſeen, is perfectly agreeable 
to Reaſon ; its Doctrines are all worthy of God, 
and perfective of human Nature; and tho' ſome 
of them could not be diſcovered by Reaſon, and 
others cannot be fully comprehended by it, yet none 
of them contradict it. Rraſon is the Gift of God, 
and to degrade that, is to reproach the Giver. 
»Tis the Voice of God, as well as Revelation, 
and God canhot contradict Himſelf. Tis on the 
Teſtimony of Reaſon to the moral Perfections and 
Providence of God, we believe Revelation ; be- 
cauſe Reaſon tells us, there is an infinitely wiſe, 
holy and good God, our Creator and Governor, 
who would not deceive us Himſelf, nor ſuffer us 
to be neceſſarily deceived in Matters of the great- 
eſt Importance. Now if any Revelation pretended 
to be divine, contradicted. the evident Dictates of 
Reaſon, and told us they were not to be relied on, 
it would deſtroy the very Teſtimony on which we 
were to believe it, and Jeave us no Principle to 
build the Faith of it upon, As therefore true 
Chriſtianity muſt be intirely agreeable to right 
Reaſon, and hath been at large proved ſuch, if 
any Perſons attempt to bring us over to their 
Sentiments, by declaiming againſt Reaſon, to ex- 
alt, as they pretend, Faith; the only Uſe we 
| ſhould make of it, is to conclude, that they have 

1 got 
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got an unreaſonable Faith of their own, and 


groſly miſtake the Chriſtian Doctrine, not that 
Chriſtianity it ſelf. is unreaſonable. Nonſenſe and 
Contradiction are no more juſtly venerable in Re- 
ligion than in common Life; but the more ſolemn 
the more contemptible. Abrabam, the Father of 
the Faithful, is commended for that he reaſoned 
away the ſeeming Contradiction in the divine Reve- 
lation d, before he acted upon it. And Religion, 
ſays St. Paul, is a reaſonable Service; and indeed, 
were it unreaſonable, it would not be fitly re- 
quired by a wiſe God, from Creatures whom he 
had made reaſonable. 

2. How thankful ſhould we be to God, that Chriſt, 
the Light of the World, hath ſhone upon us, and how 
firm in our Adherence to his Authority and Gui- 
dance? Holineſs and Goodneſs are the Perfection and 
Happineſs of reaſonable Beings 3 every Advantage 
therefore, for improving theſe, eſpecially ſuch pe- 
culiar Advantages as we have by the Goſpel, muſt 
be in the higheſt Degree valuable, both in regard 
to preſent and future Happineſs. The more per- 
fect our Piety and Virtue, the nobler our Pleaſures 
at preſent, ariſing from Veneration, Love, and 
Confidence in God, and a Senſe of his Favour 
from conſcious Goodneſs, from a calm and ſecurity of 
Mind Proof againſt all external Aſſaults; from 
well-governed Paſſions ; from the ſucceſsful Proſe- 
cution of the moſt valuable Deſigns, thoſe of our 
own immortal Perfection and Happineſs, and of o- 
thers; and from Hopes ſtill Bright'ning of eternal 
Glory and Bleſſedneſs; and as the preſent Pleaſures 
will be noble, ſo the larger our Intereſt in the 
divine Favour, and the Happineſs df Eternity. A 
moſt wiſe and holy God cannot but approve, and 
make us happy in - proportion to our Reſemblance 


A Aoyigapsres. Heb, xi. 17, 18, 19. I Rom. Zül. t. 
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of Himſelf in Holineſs and Goodneſs. How ad- 


vantageous therefore, for a rational fervent Piety, 


the ſatisfying Account the Goſpel gives of Evil, 
moral and natural ; the wiſe Reaſons of their Per- 
miſſion, and the greater Good and Happineſs that 
will reſult from it to all the ſincerely Good? and, 
how well adapted to inſpire us with a cheerful 
Confidence in God, who brings Good out of Evil; 
and to animate us .to approve our Virtue, and in- 
creaſe our Happineſs, by ſurmounting Difficulties 
and Temptations under the View and Approbation 
of a moſt tender Parent, and gracious Sovereign ? 
What better fitted, than the Aſſurance of a parti- 
cular Providence, to raiſe us above every Tempta- 
tion to Vice, and leave us nothing to be concerned 
for but to do our Duty, pleaſe God, and practiſe 
Goodneſs? What more proper to lead us to Re- 


pentance, and encourage us to exert our ſelves a- 


midſt a Senſe of our paſt Sins, and the Frailty of 
our State, than the Aſſurance of a full Remiſſion 
for the paſt, and divine Aſſiſtance for the future ? 
And what better way to prevent our abuſing thoſe 
Favours to an Occaſion of Sin, than granting 
them through the Death of Chriſt, our Sacrifice? 
What ſtronger, what nobler Inducement to act our 
Part well, and improve the preſent Life in the beſt 
manner, than the Aſſurance that this is a final State 
of Trial, and that the Reward of the approved 
Virtue of a ſhort Life will be a Happineſs divine 
and everlaſting? How glorious the Incouragement, 
to mortify the irregular Inclinations of the fleſhly 
Part, the Promiſe of raiſing our Bodies glorious, 
ſpiritual, 8 and immortal? and how 
well adapted to keep theſe great Truths in view, 
and engage us to the Remembrance and Practice 
of Virtues, eſſential to our immortal Perfection 
and Happineſs, the Inſtitution of the Sacraments, 


the Lord's Day, and the Miniſtry? What greater 
| | Proofs 


Proofs of the Divinity of his Doctrine could Jeſus 


give, than revealing Truths, and eſtabliſhing Inſti- 


tut ions ſo perfective of our Natures, and aſſiſtant to 


our Virtue and Happineſs? Could any other 


ReNgion furniſh more uſeful and important Truths, 


and attended with ſtronger external Evidences of 
being divinely revealed, we might do well in quit- 


ting the Goſpel, and cleaving to that: But if no 


. ſuch Religion can be found, we ſhall act moſt un- 
reaſonably, if we forſake the Belief and Obedience 


of the Goſpel, unleſs it could be reaſonable to for- 
ſake! an unerring Guide to eternal Happineſs ; or 
we could reaſonably prefer any other Intereſt or 
Purſuit before true Goodneſs, the Favour of the 
Almighty, and unchangeable everlaſting Bleſſedneſs. 
Let us then, with the warmeſt Gratitude, own our 
Obligations to God for ordering our Birth and 
Education in a Land bleſſed with the pure Beams 


of the Goſpel, and more diligently ſtudy its noble * 


Diſcoveries and excellent Precepts; and this will 
neceſſarily lead us to the cloſeſt Adherence. to it. 
To conclude. 

3. Let us endeavour to reach Heights of Piety 
and Goodneſs worthy the peculiar Advantages we 
enjoy by the Goſpel. Every Advantage for ſupe- 
rior Attainments in Religion, carries with it an Ob- 
ligation to a ſuitable Improvement, and to-whom God 


| bath given much, of them He will aſk the more x. 


God, who knows the Value of theſe Advantages, 
and their Improveableneſs, cannot but be diſpleaſed 
with us if we neglect to improve them. Every 
degree of Vice will be rendred more criminal by 
the clearer Light our Duty is ſet in, and the more 
amiable Repreſentations of Religion, and the 
mightier Incouragements to Goodneſs we are bleſſed 
withal. Inſtead therefore of valuing our ſelves 
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barely on having 
ning the leſs happy Heathen who want them; 
let us endeavour to act up to them. Let us 


bear the Evils of Life with a Fortitude and Re- 
ſignation becoming thoſe who are aſſured they are 


{| dzfigned for our Good, and will, rightly improved, 


iſſue in our greateſt Happineſs in a future State, 
and anſwerably improve them, Let us ſtruggle 
againſt the Violence of our Inclinations and Paſ- 
ſtons with that Chearfulneſs, Reſolution, and Con- 
ſtancy, which become Perſons who know, they 
were permitted as Trials of our Virtue; and that 
by overcoming them, we ſhall heigthen our Virtue, 
its Acceptance with God, and our Glory and Hap- 
pineſs to Eternity, Let us make Religion the 
_ Concern of Life, and doing Good our chief 

mployment ; like Men aſſured, that if they ſeek 


| firſt the Kingdom of God, and his Righteouſneſs, all 


| other Things will be added unto them ', Let God's 


| pardoning Mercy manifeſted through Chriſt, lead us 
to Repentance, and produce an irreconcilable Ab- 


horrence of Vice, which ca iſed the Death of the 
Son of God. Let the Promiſe of divine Aſſiſt- 
ance engage us to exert our ſelves to the utmoſt, 
and to reach degrees of Goodneſs worthy ſuch an 
Aſſiſtant and Conductor. Let us not lazily plead 
Impotence, and decline our Duty, when God pra- 
miſes his Grace ſhall be ſufficient for us“. Let 
our Knowledge, that the preſent is a final State of 
Trial, determine us, in this our Day, to mind the 
Things that relate to our everlaſting Feace, be- 
fore they are for ever hid from our Eyes, And let 
mus improve all the Helps we enjoy from the 
Lorp's Day, the SacRAMENT, and the 1 
like Perſons who muſt ſhortly account for theſe, 


| 


f 


| 
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and 


: * 
b 
1 4 


thoſe Advantages, and condem- | 
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and who know the beſt Improvement of them, 
will procure the largeſt Poſſeſſion of a Felicity 
divine and everlaſting ; that the Glory and Beauty 
of our Bodies at the Reſurrection, the Perfection 
of our Minds and our Happineſs, in the immediate 
Preſence of God and of his Son, and in the Society 
of Angels and Saints, will be proportioned to the 
Fervour of our Piety, our Activity in doing Good, 
Command of our Paſſions, and Abſtinence from 
every Inſtance of Wickedneſs while on our Trial. 
Let us be ſtedfaſt, immovable, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord; for as much as wwe know aur La- 
dour is not in vain in the Lord“. 


n 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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